
Fifth Grade Social Studies Curriculum- US History America in the World

Unit 1: Colonization Time: September-November Standards:

6.1.5.CivicsDP.3: Describe the role of religious freedom and
participatory government in various North American colonies.
6.1.5.GeoGI.1: Use multiple sources to evaluate the impact of
the movement of people from place to place on individuals,
communities, and regions.
6.1.5.GeoGI.2: Use historical maps to explain what led to the
exploration of new water and land routes.
6.1.5.GeoGI.3: Use geographic tools to determine factors that
impacted emigration, settlement patterns, and regional
identities of the US colonies
6.1.5.EconEM.6: Explain the system of mercantilism and its
impact on the economies of the colonies and European
countries.
6.1.5.EconNM.5: Explain how the availability of private and
public goods and services is influenced by the government
and the global economy.
6.1.5.EconGE.3: Use economic data to explain how trade
leads to increasing economic interdependence among nations.
6.1.5.HistoryCC.1: Analyze key historical events from the
past to explain how they led to the creation of the state of
New Jersey and the United States.
6.1.5.HistoryCC.5: Analyze the power struggle among
European countries and determine its impact on people living
in Europe and the Americas.
6.1.5.HistoryCC.12: Determine the roles of religious freedom
and participatory government in various North American
colonies.
6.1.5.HistoryCC.14: Compare the practice of slavery and
indentured servitude in Colonial labor systems.
6.1.5.HistorySE.1: Examine multiple accounts of early
European explorations of North America including major land
and water routes, reasons for exploration, and the impact the
exploration had.
6.1.5.HistoryCA.1: Craft an argument, supported with
historical evidence, for how factors such as demographics
(e.g., race, gender, religion, and economic status) affected
social, economic, and political opportunities during the
Colonial era.

Essential Questions

● How do the fundamental rights allow
democratic societies to function and be seen at
all levels of government society?

● How do interactions between humans lead to
the spread of cultural practices, artifacts,
languages, diseases, and other positive and
negative attributes?

● How does the exchange of goods and services
have a negative and positive effect?

● How is a nation's economy influenced by its
government, human and physical capital,
availability of resources, and technological
progress?

● How is increased economic interdependence
among nations a result of trade, sharing of
ideas, and innovation?

● How does chronological sequencing help us
keep track of events over time?

● How do interactions of people and events
throughout history shaped the world we
experience today?

● What are the various sources that help us
understand the past?

● How do historians use evidence from multiple
sources to support their claims and arguments
about the past?

Enduring Understandings

● I can describe the role of religious freedom
and participatory government in various
North American colonies.

● I can evaluate the impact of the movement
of people from place  to place on
individuals, communities, and regions.

● I can explain what led to the exploration of
new water and land routes.

● I can determine factors that impacted
emigration, settlement patterns, and
regional identities of the US colonies.

● I can explain the system of mercantilism
and its impact on the economies.

● I can explain how the availability of private
and public goods and services are
influenced.

● I can explain how trade leads to increasing
interdependence.

● I can analyze historical events from past to
present to explain how they led to the
creation of NJ and the US.

● I can analyze the power struggle among
European countries and its impact.

● I can determine the roles of religious
freedom and participatory government in
various colonies.

● I can compare the practice of slavery and
indentured servitude in Colonial labor
systems.

● I can examine early European explorations
and its impact.
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● I can craft an argument for how factors
affected social, economic, and political
opportunities during the colonial era.

Benchmark Assessment(s)

SWBAT create act-it-acts that show why settlers came, the hardships they endured, and
reasons each settlement succeeded or failed. (CivicsDP.3, GeoGI.1)
SWBAT create a real estate advertisement for either the Jamestown or the Plymouth
settlement. (HistoryCA.1, HistorySE.1, History CC.12, EconNM.5)
SWBAT create a billboard for a British colony to persuade other students to settle in the
colony. (CivicsDP.3, GeoGI.1, GeoGI.3)
SWBAT write a letter from the perspective of someone moving to one of the colonies.
(CivicsDP.3, GeoGI.1, GeoGI.3, EconNM.5, HistorySE.1)
SWBAT write a  three-paragraph essay explaining different ways that slaves responded to
their new lives. (HistoryCC.14, HistoryCA.1)

Other Assessments

✔ Student Interactive Notebook
✔ Teacher Observations

Materials
● TCI
● Interactive Student Notebooks
● Handout: Directions for Act-It-Outs
● Handout: Steps for Preparing a Colonial Billboard
● Poster Paper
● Colored Markers

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

● Write a few paragraphs describing the challenges you might face in attending school in another
country. Compare and Contrast.

● Create act-it-outs that show why settlers came, the hardships they endured, and reasons each
settlement succeeded or failed.

● Identify events that led to King Philip’s War and analyze how the war affected American Indians and
English settlers in New England.

● Review vocabulary terms- colonist, democratic, Jamestown, Mayflower Compact, monarchy
● Create a real estate advertisement for either the Jamestown or the Plymouth settlement.
● List tools used to plan and take a family trip and the problems they might experience without these

tools.
● Act out four key events of the time period.
● Analyze how a billboard persuades people to do something.
● Create a billboard for a British colony to persuade other students to settle in your colony. Evaluate the

claims of each group.
● Compare and contrast the job opportunities of young colonists in each region.

Review vocabulary terms- apprentice, assembly, economy, grant
● Synthesize your knowledge to write a letter from the perspective of someone moving to one of the

colonies.

REINFORCEMENT

● Provide printed notes, organizers, etc. for
student notebooks/folders.

● Display lesson vocabulary in the classroom for
student reference.

● Students can pair-up with a partner to share
answers to various lesson activities.

ENRICHMENT

● Have students research the Jamestown
Rediscovery Project, the archaeological
excavation of Fort Jamestown. Tell them to find
out what new geographic information has been
learned from this project. Students should
identify five new artifacts found at the
excavation site and what these artifacts reveal
about life at Fort Jamestown. Then they should
use the information to create a poster.
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● Have students find out more about the triangular
trade. They should prepare a brief report to
answer these questions: How did this trade affect
the economy and the way of life of each continent?
How did this trade make Europe, West Africa, and
the Americas dependent on one another? What
goods were bought and sold at different places
along the trade routes? What people, raw
materials, and manufactured goods were
exchanged?

Suggested Websites

● Studies Weekly.com
● http://geology.com/state-map/
● http://www.heritage.nf.ca/exploration/navigate.html
● http://www.enchantedlearning.com/explorers/1500a.shtml
● www.Brainpop.com
● www.teachtci.com
● www.discoveryeducation.com

Suggested Materials

● Smartboard
● Document Camera
● Storyworks
● Time for Kids

Cross-Curricular Connections
21st Century Skills: CRP5: Consider the environment, social, and economic impacts of decisions.  CRP7: Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
Career Readiness:

● 9.4.5.CI.3: Participate in a brainstorming session with individuals with diverse perspectives to expand one’s thinking about a topic of curiosity.
● 9.4.5.GCA.1: Analyze how culture shapes individual and community perspectives and points of view (e.g., 1.1.5.C2a, RL.5.9, 6.1.5.HistoryCC.8).
● 9.4.5.CT.1: Identify and gather relevant data that will aid in the problem-solving process (e.g., 2.1.5.EH.4, 4-ESS3-1, 6.3.5.CivicsPD.2).
● 9.4.5.CT.2: Identify a problem and list the types of individuals and resources (e.g., school, community agencies, governmental, online) that can aid in solving the problem

SEL
● Demonstrate an awareness of the differences among individuals, groups, and others’ cultural backgrounds.
● Demonstrate an understanding of the need for mutual respect when viewpoints differ.
● Utilize positive communication and social skills to interact effectively with others.

Language Arts
RI.5.2.  Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key details; summarize the text.
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Unit 2:  French and Indian War Time: December- January Standards:

6.1.5.GeoSV.5: Use geographic data to examine how the
search for natural resources resulted in conflict and
cooperation among European colonists and Native American
resulting in changes to conditions.
6.1.5.EconGE.3: Use economic data to explain how trade
leads to increasing economic interdependence among nations
6.1.5.HistoryCC.3: Use multiple sources to describe how
George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin,
and Governor William Livingston have impacted state and
national governments over time.
6.1.5.HistoryCC.15: Analyze key historical documents to
determine the role they played in past and present-day
government and citizenship (i.e., the Mayflower Compact,
the Declaration of Independence, the United States
Constitution, the Bill of Rights).
6.1.5.HistoryUP.5: Compare and contrast historians'
interpretations of important historical ideas, resources and
events.

Essential Questions

● How are maps and other geographic
representations, geospatial technologies, and
spatial thinking used to understand and
communicate information?

● How is increased economic interdependence
among nations a result of trade, sharing of ideas,
and innovation?

● How do interactions of people and events
throughout history shaped the world we
experience today?

● How are historical records shaped by the society
that the creator lived in?

Enduring Understandings

● I can examine how the search for natural
resources resulted in conflict and
cooperation among European colonists
and Native Americans.

● I can explain how trade leads to increasing
economic interdependence among
nations.

● I can describe how historical figures
impacted state and national governments
over time. (Washington, Jefferson, etc.)

● I can analyze historical documents to
determine the role they played in past and
present day government and citizenship.

● I can compare and contrast historians’
interpretations of important historical
ideas, resources, and events.

Benchmark Assessment(s)

SWBAT create/design a Timeline of the French and Indian War Events during the years
1754-1763. (GeoSV.5, HistoryCC.15)
SWBAT reconstruct a map c. 1750 of land territories control by which group and the natural
resources that were controlled by Colonists and Native Americans (GeoSV.5, EconGE.3)
SWBAT craft journal entries of Fur Traders from both France and Great Britain. Highlighting
the trade dependency, the role of Native Americans, and landscape of the Americas.
(GeoSV.5, EconGE.3)
SWBAT create a resume and chart the accomplishments of the early  life of Colonial leaders
such as George Washington and William Livingston (HistoryCC.3, History CC.15)
SWBAT craft a comparative essay outlining research collected on various historical
perspectives of the events of the French and Indian War, resources, and ideas of the
Americas.(GeoSV.5, EconEG.3, HistoryUP.5, HistoryCC.15)
SWBAT Analyze and interpret the various agreements between the French, British and
American Indians between 1754-1763. (EconEG.3, HistoryUP.5)

Other Assessments

✔ Student Interactive Notebook
✔ Teacher Observations
✔ Journal Entries

Materials
● TCI
● Interactive Student Notebooks
● Handout: Directions for Act-It-Outs
● Handout: Steps for Preparing a Colonial Billboard
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SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES
● Write and Illustrate/Use Book Creator a story picture book about the Early Fur Traders of the

Americas
● Create trade agreements with class members to understand the concept of trade dependency

and tie todays trade with that of the 1600-1700’s
● Create a graphic organizer/Flow chart of the Iroquis and British-American Alliance of 1760
● Research the Battle of Quebec in 1759. Highlighting the location, participants, notes and

significant events of the battle.
● Create a soldier's journal entry telling of the final battle in Montreal where the French surrender

to the British.
● Recreate the points of the Treaty of Paris (1763) in modern day words and present day form of

language.
● Compare and contrast art work and painting depicting scenes from the French and Indian War.
● Write a colonial newspaper article offering facts and information about the various Agreements

reached after the years of the French and Indian War.
● Design a map of the pre and post war Americans, comparing and contrasting the land territories

and resources.
● Create Bio’s for the various colonial leaders gaining importance after the French and Indian War.

REINFORCEMENT
● Provide printed notes, organizers, etc. for student

notebooks/folders.
● Display lesson vocabulary in the classroom for student

reference.
● Students can pair-up with a partner to share answers

to various lesson activities.

ENRICHMENT
● Have students research Primary sources and First

person testimony of the Jumonville Account in 1754.
Compare and contrast the different perspectives to
determine the fairness or lack thereof the outcomes.

● Students can create a dictionary of Colonial terms and
vocabulary  with definitions and examples.

Suggested Websites

● http://www.timepage.org/spl/13timeline.html
● http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part1/1p277.html
● www.Brainpop.com
● www.teachtci.com
● www.discoveryeducation.com

Suggested Materials

● Smartboard
● Document Camera
● Storyworks
● Time for Kids

Cross-Curricular Connections
21st Century Skills: CRP5: Consider the environment, social, and economic impacts of decisions.  CRP7: Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
Career Readiness:

● 9.4.5.CI.3: Participate in a brainstorming session with individuals with diverse perspectives to expand one’s thinking about a topic of curiosity.
● 9.4.5.CT.1: Identify and gather relevant data that will aid in the problem-solving process (e.g., 2.1.5.EH.4, 4-ESS3-1, 6.3.5.CivicsPD.2).
● 9.4.5.CT.2: Identify a problem and list the types of individuals and resources (e.g., school, community agencies, governmental, online) that can aid in solving the problem)

SEL
● Demonstrate an awareness of the differences among individuals, groups, and others’ cultural backgrounds.
● Demonstrate an understanding of the need for mutual respect when viewpoints differ.
● Utilize positive communication and social skills to interact effectively with others.

Language Arts - RI.5.2.  Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key details; summarize the text.
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Unit 3: Government and Civics Time: February-April Standards:

6.1.5.CivicsPI.5: Explain how government functions at the
local, county, and state level.
6.1.5.CivicsPI.7: Explain how national and state governments
share power in the federal system of government.
6.1.5.CivicsPI.8: Describe how the United States Constitution
defines and limits the power of government.
6.1.5.CivicsPI.9: Research and compare the differences and
similarities between the United States and other nations'
governments, customs, and laws.
6.1.5.CivicsHR.1: Describe how fundamental rights
guaranteed by the United States Constitution and the Bill of
Rights contribute to the improvement of American democracy
(i.e., freedom of expression, freedom of religion, freedom of
the press, freedom of assembly, freedom of petition,
the right to vote, and the right to due process).
6.1.5.GeoPP.1: Compare and contrast characteristics of
regions in the United States based on culture, economics, and
physical characteristics to understand the concept of
regionalism.
6.1.5.GeoHE.1: Use a variety of sources from multiple
perspectives, including aerial photographs or satellite images
to describe how human activity has impacted the physical
environment during different periods of time in New Jersey
and the United States.
6.1.5.EconNM.5: Explain how the availability of private and
public goods and services is influenced by the government
and the global economy
6.1.5.HistoryCC.1: Analyze key historical events from the
past to explain how they led to the creation of the state of
New Jersey and the United States.
6.1.5.HistoryCC.15: Analyze key historical documents to
determine the role they played in past and present-day
government and citizenship (i.e., the Mayflower Compact, the
Declaration of Independence, the United States Constitution,
the Bill of Rights).
6.3.5.GeoHE.1: Plan and participate in an advocacy project to
inform others about the impact of climate change at the local
or state level and propose possible solutions

Essential Questions

● Why do levels of government have different
powers and responsibilities?

● Why is it the responsibility of individuals and
institutions at the state, national, and
international levels to promote human rights?

● How do regions form and change as a result of
unique physical characteristics, conditions,
economies, and cultures?

● How do human activities affect environmental
characteristics of places or regions resulting in
positive and negative impacts?

● How can the exchange of goods and services
have a negative or positive effect?

● How does chronological sequencing help us
keep track of events over time?

● How do interactions of people and events
throughout history shaped the world we
experience today?

Enduring Understandings

● I can explain how the government
functions at the local, county, and state
level.

● I can explain how national and state
governments share power in the federal
system of government.

● I can research and compare the differences
and similarities between the United States
and other nations’ governments, customs,
and laws.

● I can describe how fundamental rights
guaranteed by the US Constitution and the
Bill of Rights contribute to improving
American democracy.

● I can compare and contrast characteristics
of regions in the United States.

● I can describe how human activity has
impacted the physical environment during
different periods of time in NJ and the
United States.

● I can explain how the availability of private
and public goods and services influence the
government and global economy.

● I can analyze historical events from the past
to explain how they led to the creation of
NJ and the United States.

● I can analyze historical documents to
determine the role they played in the past
and present government and citizenship.

● I can plan and participate in an advocacy
project to inform others about climate
change at the local/state level and propose
possible solutions.
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Benchmark Assessment(s)

SWBAT play a game in which you decide which branch or branches of government will
resolve a series of situations. (CivicsPI.5, CivicsPI.7, CivicsPI.8, Civics HR.1)
SWBAT create living scenes to represent the Bill of Rights and the US Constitution. Have
students present their material to class (CivicsHR.1, CivicsHR.1, HistoryCC.15)
SWBAT apply knowledge of the Bill of Rights to determine whether four actions are legal or
illegal. (CivicsHR.1, Civics HR.1, HistoryCC.15)
SWBAT create a PSA to apply knowledge gained from researching a current event Climate
change and or economic  issue challenging our present day world. (EconET.1, GeoHE.1)
SWBAT apply knowledge and recall of the 50 US States and their capitals. (GeoHE.1, GeoPP.1,
GeoH.E.1, HistoryCC.1)
SWBAT research the history of New Jersey from colonial times through present day and
apply that  knowledge to NJ’s importance in the US. (GeoPP.1, HistoryCC.1)
SWAT Write a research essay to highlight various characteristic of governments, customs
and laws of nations around the world including the United State. (CivicsPI.5, CivicsPI.9,
GeoGI.1)

Other Assessments

✔ Student Interactive Notebook
✔ Teacher Observations

Materials
● TCI
● Interactive Student Notebook
● Handout A: Constitutional Power Cards
● Handout B: Illustrations for Constitutional Power

Cards
● Handout C: Constitutional Situations
● Handout: Creating Living Scenes for the Bill of

Rights
● Geography Challenge Questions
● State Capitals Challenge

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

● Work out a compromise with students of differing opinions.
● Play a game in which you decide which branch or branches of government will resolve a series of

situations.
● Identify issues on which the delegates at the Constitutional Convention agreed and disagreed.
● Review vocabulary terms- Articles of Confederation, cabinet, constitution, Constitutional Convention
● Summarize a newspaper article about a federal government action.
● Consider the freedoms enjoyed in this country.
● Create tableaux vivants, or living scenes, to represent the Bill of Rights. Classmates try to determine

which amendment is depicted.
● Summarize the points of view of participants in a Supreme Court decision that extended the

protections of freedom of speech to students.
● Review vocabulary terms- amendment, appeal, Bill of Rights, civil
● Apply knowledge of the Bill of Rights to determine whether four actions are legal or illegal.
● Break the US map up into regions and have students learn state location and capitals by each region of

the US i.e: Non-Contiguous, Pacific, Mountain, Midwest, Southwest, Northeast, and Southeast.

REINFORCEMENT

● Provide printed notes, organizers, etc. for
student notebooks/folders.

● Display lesson vocabulary in the classroom for
student reference.

● Students can pair-up with a partner to share
answers to various lesson activities.

ENRICHMENT
● Have students research two other legal cases

concerning freedoms protected by the Bill of
Rights. From the information gathered in their
research, students should pick three artifacts
that they might put in a museum to celebrate the
Bill of Rights. For each artifact, students should
summarize how it shows the importance of the
Bill of Rights in our country.
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● Participate in the Panasonic Student Eco Citizenship Challenge. Using these resources create a
problem/solution flow chart to tackle a present environmental concern in our world.

● Create a bar graph to show how long members of the class have lived in our community and how many
times they have moved.

● Research and discuss contributions from various races and ethnic groups. Recognize Black History
Month, Women in History, Latinx Heritage and Asian American and Pacific Islander with lessons.

Suggested Websites
● http://www.bostonmassacre.net/timeline.htm
● http://www.history.org/Almanack/people/bios/biohen.cfm#speech
● http://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/online_books/declaration/bioa.htm
● www.Brainpop.com
● www.teachtci.com
● www.discoveryeducation.com

Suggested Materials
● Smartboard
● Document Camera
● Storyworks
● Time for Kids

Cross-Curricular Connections
21st Century Skills: CRP5: Consider the environment, social, and economic impacts of decisions.  CRP7: Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
Career Readiness:

● 9.4.5.CI.3: Participate in a brainstorming session with individuals with diverse perspectives to expand one’s thinking about a topic of curiosity.
● 9.4.5.CT.1: Identify and gather relevant data that will aid in the problem-solving process (e.g., 2.1.5.EH.4, 4-ESS3-1, 6.3.5.CivicsPD.2).
● 9.4.5.CT.2: Identify a problem and list the types of individuals and resources (e.g., school, community agencies, governmental, online) that can aid in solving the problem
● 9.4.5.GCA.1: Analyze how culture shapes individual and community perspectives and points of view (e.g., 1.1.5.C2a, RL.5.9, 6.1.5.HistoryCC.8).

SEL
● Demonstrate an awareness of the differences among individuals, groups, and others’ cultural backgrounds.
● Demonstrate an understanding of the need for mutual respect when viewpoints differ.
● Utilize positive communication and social skills to interact effectively with others.

Language Arts: RI.5.2.   Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key details; summarize the text.
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Unit 4: Road to the Revolution Time: May-June Standards:

6.1.5.CivicsPI.9: Research and compare the differences and
similarities between the United States and other nations'
governments, customs, and laws.
6.1.5.EconEM.6: Explain the system of mercantilism and its
impact on the economies of the colonies and European
countries.
6.1.5.EconGE.1: Explain how the development of
communication systems has led to increased collaboration and
the spread of ideas throughout the United States and the
world.
6.1.5.HistoryCC.1: Analyze key historical events from the
past to explain how they led to the creation of the state of
New Jersey and the United States.
6.1.5.HistoryCC.3: Use multiple sources to describe how
George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin,
and Governor William Livingston have impacted state and
national governments over time.
6.1.5.HistoryCC.13: Craft a claim explaining how the
development of early government structures impacted the
evolution of American politics and institutions.
6.1.5.HistoryCC.15: Analyze key historical documents to
determine the role they played in past and present-day
government and citizenship (i.e., the Mayflower Compact, the
Declaration of Independence, the United States Constitution,
the Bill of Rights).

Essential Questions

● Why do levels of government have different
powers and responsibilities?

● How can the exchange of goods and services have
a negative or positive effect?

● How is increased economic interdependence
among nations a result of trade, sharing of ideas,
and innovation?

● How does chronological sequencing help us keep
track of events over time?

● How do interactions of people and events
throughout history shaped the world we
experience today?

Enduring Understandings

● I can research and compare the differences
and similarities between the United States
and other nations’ governments, customs,
and laws.

● I can explain the system of mercantilism and
its impact on the economies.

● I can explain the development of
communication systems has led to increased
collaboration and spread of ideas
throughout the world and the United States.

● I can analyze historical events from the past
to explain how they led to the creation of NJ
and the United States.

● I can describe how historical figures
impacted state and national governments
over time. (Washington, Jefferson, etc.)

● I can explain how the development of early
government structures impacted the
evolution of American politics and
institutions.

● I can analyze historical documents to
determine the role they played in the past
and present government and citizenship.

Benchmark Assessment(s)
SWBAT work as a group to represent approx. six historical figures in a panel debate between
Loyalists and Patriots. (HistoryCC.1, HistoryCC.13)
SWAT Create a political cartoon about Mercantilism and the American Revolution using the
characters and situations to highlight how mercantilism impacted the Revolutionary War and
relations with countries around the world (CivicsPI.9, EconEM.6, HistoryCC.13, EconGE.1)
SWAT create a Revolution “manual” to analyze and explain how the colonist and colonial
leaders spread the word of efforts of Independence including how England mandated their
laws from overseas to the colonists  (CivicsPI.9, EconEM.6, HistoryCC.13, EconGE.1)

Other Assessments

✔ Student Interactive Notebook
✔ Teacher Observations

Materials
● TCI
● Interactive Student Notebook
● Chromebooks
● Poster paper
● Art supplies
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SWBAT create a skit to represent key excerpts from the Mayflower Compact and how it
shaped the Declaration of Independence. (HistoryCC.15, History CC.3, HistoryCC.3)
SWBAT create a historical plaque to illustrate the issues facing Jefferson as he drafted the
Declaration of Independence.  (HistoryCC.15, History CC.3)
SWBAT design a historical marker to commemorate the factors that helped colonists win the
war. (History CC.1, History CC.3, HistoryCC.13)

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

● Create an interactive map of trade routes of the 17th century to show the spread of Mercantilism.
● Discuss an instance in which an adult has given you an order.
● Connect metaphors, such as a principal-class conflict, to colonists’ frustration with British legislative

acts.
● Learn about King George III and how his point of view differed from that of the colonists.
● Review vocabulary terms- act, boycott, delegate, First Continental Congress, import, massacre
● Analyze a verse in a 1776 ballad and write a new verse about a historical event described in the lesson.
● Examine how your emotions are related to your personal connection to an event
● Play a game of tug-of war to learn about the American Revolution. Discover factors that helped

Americans pull their way to victory.
● Identify the roles that women, slaves, and American Indians played in the war.
● Review vocabulary terms- enlist, home front, mercenary, revolution, strategy
● Examine the role of government in your lives and identify Patriot and Loyalist views about Great

Britain’s rule of the colonies.
● Work as a group to represent the six historical figures in a panel debate between Loyalists and Patriots.
● Practice presenting part of Patrick Henry’s most famous speech and create your own Patriot and

Loyalist rallying cries.
● Review vocabulary terms- independence, neutral, resolution, tyrant
● Write a letter supporting and disputing the views of Patriots and Loyalists.
● Identify well-known people of today who influence you.
● Create a skit to represent key excerpts from the Declaration of Independence.
● Examine Jefferson’s words and actions regarding slavery.
● Review vocabulary terms- Declaration of Independence, equality, Second Continental Congress, militia,

Minuteman
● Create a historical plaque to illustrate the issues facing Jefferson as he drafted the Declaration of

Independence.

REINFORCEMENT

● Provide printed notes, organizers, etc. for
student notebooks/folders.

● Display lesson vocabulary in the classroom for
student reference.

● Students can pair-up with a partner to share
answers to various lesson activities.

ENRICHMENT

● Have students design a board/interactive game
to explain and understand the concepts of
Mercantilism including details on the similarities
and differences between the US and other
nations, governments, customs, and laws

● Have students research the use of newspapers
such as The Boston Gazette to spread the news
about the issues leading to the Revolutionary
War. Using poster paper, create a one-page
newspaper dated in the year of 1775. The
newspaper might include letters to the editor
from a Loyalist and a Patriot, a report on a letter
from a Committee of Correspondence about
events in another colony, an interview with a
well-known person of the time, or an article
reporting recent problems that might lead to
war.
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● Draw and design an advertisement for products or raw goods  to be sold  from the colonies to
customers in Europe.

● Have each student research one of the men who
signed the Declaration of Independence. They
should identify why the man was chosen to
participate and how he felt about the colonies
separating from Great Britain. Conduct a signing
ceremony for the Declaration of Independence
and have each student role-play his or her
historical figure and explain, in a short speech
before signing, why he is supporting the
document.

● Have students research Benjamin Franklin. Have
students look for biographical information as well
as information about the businesses he was
involved in. Have students use this information
either to create a pamphlet highlighting five
secrets of Franklin’s business success.

● Have students further investigate some of the
important battles that led to the American
colonists’ victory over the British. Encourage
students to identify basic information about their
chosen battle as well as any military plans that
led to the victory. Have students create a visual
to explain the battle and then deliver to
classmates an “on-the-scene” news report about
the battle.

Suggested Websites
● http://www.pbs.org/ktca/liberty/perspectives_military.html
● http://www.usconstitution.net/constkids4.html
● http://www.billofrightsinstitute.org/engage/student-resources/bill-of-your-rig

hts-song/
● www.Brainpop.com
● www.teachtci.com

Suggested Materials
● Smartboard
● Document Camera
● Storyworks
● Time for Kids
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● www.discoveryeducation.com

Cross-Curricular Connections
21st Century Skills: CRP5: Consider the environment, social, and economic impacts of
decisions. CRP7: Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
Career Readiness:

● 9.4.5.CI.3: Participate in a brainstorming session with individuals with diverse
perspectives to expand one’s thinking about a topic of curiosity.

● 9.4.5.GCA.1: Analyze how culture shapes individual and community perspectives and
points of view (e.g., 1.1.5.C2a, RL.5.9, 6.1.5.HistoryCC.8).

● 9.1.5.EG.1: Explain and give examples of what is meant by the term “tax.”
● 9.1.5.EG.2: Describe how tax monies are spent

SEL
● Demonstrate an awareness of the differences among individuals, groups, and

others’ cultural backgrounds.
● Demonstrate an understanding of the need for mutual respect when

viewpoints differ.
● Utilize positive communication and social skills to interact effectively with

others.
Language Arts
RI.5.2.   Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported
by key details; summarize the text.
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